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January 3, 2023          Via electronic mail: 

Senator_Menendez@menendez.senate.gov 
 
 
Senator Robert Menendez (D - NJ) 
528 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 

Subject: Letter of Congratulations 

 
Dear Senator Menendez, 
 
On behalf of the Canadian Hellenic Congress’ (CHC) National 
Council, I take this opportunity to thank you for your effective 
and impelling work as Chairman of the U.S. Senate’s Foreign 
Relations Committee, as well as, to commend you on your fierce 
commitment to same, effecting policy with followed-through 
actions; a clear testament to just, moral and humane 
interventions. 
 
Your stance on Turkey’s unlawful and provocative actions in the 
Eastern Mediterranean region is extremely appropriate and 
attests to your outspoken convictions, which are greatly 
appreciated by Canadians of Hellenic descent, as well as, all 
those possessing sound moral character and able to value your 
ethical and principled qualities. 
 
Your statements of December 19th 2022, including:  “I come to 
the Floor today to condemn the recent actions of the Turkish 
President which are not only disturbing—they are totally 
unacceptable,…”, “…this is a NATO member—directly threatening 
to target Athens, a city of three million civilians.  According to the 
United Nations—an intentional attack on civilians is a war 
crime...” and “if standing up to human rights abuses makes me an 
enemy of Erdogan – if calling out Turkey for arming Azerbaijan 
and enabling the massacre of innocent Armenian civilians makes 
me an enemy of Erdogan – if demanding Turkey recognize Greek 
and Cypriot sovereignty makes me an enemy of Erdogan – then it 
is a badge I will wear with honor…” are a testament to your bold, 
“tell-it-as-it-is” style and your strong, fair and just positions.   
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Montreal, January 3, 2023 
Senator Robert Menendez (D - NJ) 

Subject: Letter of Congratulations 

 

 
As well, we commend you for your refusal to approve the sale of F-16 fighter jets by the U.S. to 
Turkey until such time as President Erdogan halts his aggressive campaign across the entire 
region. 
 
Moreover, we, as Canadians of Hellenic descent, appreciate everything you have done – and 
continue to do – as a true Philhellene, to support Greece, as well as, other countries such as 
Cyprus, Israel, Armenia and Kurdistan, amongst others. 
 
You have shown to be the embodiment of human decency, with an innate ability to legislate 
policy, defined with confidence and delivered with assertiveness, honesty and wit; a true 
political leader, who are in short supply in governments worldwide. 
  
We also take this opportunity to wish you continued success with your ongoing work in the 
Senate and all your other endeavours, as well as, to extend our best wishes to you and your 
loved ones for a healthy and happy New Year. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Theodore Halatsis 
President 
 

 


